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spirits will make spirits less used in the nation; but shall ex-
amine the second argument, and consider how far it is pos-
sible or proper to raise supplies by a tax upon drunkenness.

That large sums will be raised by the bill to which the
consent of your lordships is now required, I can readily
admit, because the consumption of spirits will certainly be
greater, and the licenses taken for retailing them so nu-
merous, that a much lower duty than is proposed will
amount yearly to a very large sum; for if the felicity of
drunkenness can be more cheaply obtained by buying
spirits than ale, when both are to be found at the same
place, it is easy to see which will be preferred; this argu-
ment, therefore, is irrefragable, and may be urged in favour
of the bill without danger of confutation.

But, my lords, it is the business of governours not so
much to drain the purses, as to regulate the morals of the
people; not only to raise taxes, but to levy them in such a
manner as may be least burdensome, and to apply them to
purposes which may be most useful; not to raise money
by corrupting the nation, that it may be spent in enslaving it.

It has been mentioned by a very celebrated writer, as a
rational practice in the exercise of government, to tax such
commodities as were abused to the increase of vice, that
vice may be discouraged by being made more expensive;
and therefore the community in time be set free from it: but
the tax which is now proposed, my lords, is of a different
kind; it is a tax laid upon vice, indeed, but it is to arise
from the licenses granted to wickedness, and its conse-
quences must be the increase of debauchery, not the re-
straint. It is a tax which will be readily paid, because it
will be little felt; and because it will be little felt, it is
hoped that multitudes will subject themselves to it.

The act which is now to be repealed, was, indeed, of a
very different nature, though perhaps not free from very
just objections. It had this advantage at least, that so
far as it was put in execution, it obstructed' drunken-
ness ; nor has the examination of the officers of excise
discovered any imperfection in the law; for it has only
failed, because it was timorously or negligently executed.